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TROPICAL STORM THREAT ADVISORY 

 
NWC URGES CUSTOMERS TO PREPARE & STORE WATER 
 

 

In view of the potential threat posed to the island by Tropical Storm Matthew, the National Water 

Commission (NWC) wishes to advise all customers to store water for use in the event that piped water 

supply is disrupted.   

 

While the NWC is taking all appropriate measures to protect its systems, to restore disrupted systems 

into operation and to provide continued service to our valued customers, water supply systems are 

inherently vulnerable and may be disrupted by hurricanes, storms and flood conditions. 

 

Accordingly, NWC customers are urged to take every possible pre-caution and to ensure that water 

storage is included in their preparedness activities. While it is recommended that persons store as much 

water as is possible, customers should store at least one gallon of water per person per day in the 

household for three to seven days. Water should be stored in clean, air-tight containers in a cool place. 

Persons with tanks connected to the network are also urged to fill them but are also cautioned to ensure 

that their no-return valves are working so that the water does not flow back into the public main.  

 

The National Water Commission is also working to restore water supply service in those areas presently 

without normal service in the shortest time possible. 



 

The public is advised that since yesterday the NWC has activated its internal Disaster Preparedness 

mechanisms.  

President Mark Barnett held an emergency meeting with his executive team early this morning and was 

updated on the various preparatory activities being initiated throughout the organization.  In addition to 

the normal Hurricane Season preparedness activities, specific preparatory steps now being taken 

include: 

• Attempts to restore all systems out of operation back into operation prior to any storm impact; 

• Installation, strategic deployment and maintenance checks of standby generators at identified 

major facilities; 

• Procurement and strategic distribution of treatment chemicals and other critical storm supplies; 

and Attempts to complete and/or secure all active work areas or projects in the field. 

 

The National Water Commission will issue further advisories to the public as conditions warrant and 

encourages customers to visit its website (www. nwcjamaica.com) for preparedness tips. 

 

 

-End- 

 

 


